NJFC Scholars

New Jersey Foster Care Scholars

“Where Education is Key!”

The Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS)
has two tuition programs to assist youth in obtaining post-secondary education.

2009-2010 Academic Year

New Jersey continues to make a commitment to provide financial assistance to eligible foster, adoptive,
and homeless youth seeking a post-secondary education. Through the New Jersey Foster Care
Scholars Program, educational funding has been made available to help youth make a successful
transition to adulthood and self-sufficiency.

This program is made possible by the passage of N.J.S.A. 30:4C-101 et seq., (Tuition Waiver Bill) and
the John Chafee Foster Care Independence Program through the Educational Training Voucher (ETV)
initiative. This scholarship is dedicated to the memory of claudette Haba. Ms. Haba was an artist who
worked hard to improve the foster care system in New Jersey. She was working for the New Jersey
Division of Youth amd Family Services (DYFS) when she unexpectedly passed away in December 1999
at the age of 51.

New Jersey Foster Care Scholars (NJFC) is funded by State and Federal dollars. Youth may be
eligible to receive assistance with the following:

Tuition & Fees
Room & Board
Books & Supplies
Transportation
Special Equipment
Computers
Child Care Costs

Since the scholarship has two sources of funding each has its own eligibility criteria. Your
personal status will determine which source of funding will fund your scholarship and what
services your scholarship will pay for. Some applicants will be limited to attending in-state
public schools, full time, and their scholarship will only pay for their tuition and fees.

This publication is made possible by a partnership between
Foster and Adoptive Family Services and the Division of Youth and Family Services

(QSTEREADOPTIVE@
FAMILY SERVICES

The Voice of Foster, Adoptive & Kinship Families in NJ

MAIL OR FAX COMPLETED APPLICATIONS AND ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION TO:

Foster and Adoptive Family Services
PO Box 518, 4301 Route 1 South
Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852
Attention: Scholarship Department
Fax: 609-452-2635 or 609-520-1515



THE NEW JERSEY FOSTER CARE SCHOLARS PROGRAM

The New Jersey Foster Care Scholars Program is intended to assist current and former foster youth in their pursuit of
higher education. Some adopted youth and homeless youth living in transitional living programs may also be eligible to
receive awards. Each application is processed on a case by case basis.

Use this page to help determine if you should apply for the New Jersey Foster Care Scholars Program. Please use this
page as a guide only. Final eligibility is determined by the Department of Children and Families. *Please note it may
take up to 3-5 weeks for applications to process.

If you have any questions, please refer to the frequently asked questions on the back page of this booklet, or call Foster
and Adoptive Family Services at 800/222-0047 and ask to speak with a scholarship representative.

ELIGIBILITY

Applicants must meet all of the following requirements:
* Be between the ages of 16 and 22;
* Be in possession of a high school diploma or certificate of high school equivalency (GED);
* Be granted admission to a degree or certificate granting post-secondary institution that has been accredited to receive
Title IV funding; and
e Have completed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
e Have made an application for Educational Opportunity Funds(EOF) if attending a school in NJ
e Have a working e-mail address (New students will be emailed as part of the application process in order to verify.)

In addition, applicants must meet at least ONE of the following:

Youth who are or were in a DYFS paid placement:

e Have been in the care and custody of DYFS, in an out of home placement, for a period of 9 months or more
following the youth’s 16th birthday;

e Must be or have been in the care and custody of DYFS, in an out of home placement after the age of 14 for a
cumulative 18 months; or

* Reside in or have resided in a Transitional Living Program for youth or supportive housing for 3 months or more.
The facility or program must receive payment pursuant to the New Jersey Homeless Youth Act or the Federal Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act.

Adopted Youth:

* Be adopted through the New Jersey Division of Youth and Family Services after the age of 12 and be in a subsidized
adoption at the time of application

» Be adopted through the New Jersey Division of Youth and Family Services after the age of 16

Kinship Legal Guardianship (KLG):
* Obtained KLG through the New Jersey Division of Youth and Family Services after the age of 16

DEADLINES: PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT:
Applications for this scholarship are accepted until: The participation agreement is a contract that all
October 1st, 2009 for the Fall semester NJFC Scholars recipients must sign and return to
March 1st, 2010 for the Spring semester Foster and Adoptive Family Services (FAFS) before
» . funding will be awarded. The participation agreement
There are also specific deadlines for federal, state, will be emailed to you and must be returned within 15
and institutional financial aid which must be met. The business days.

NJFC Scholars Program recommends that students
submit this application and all applications as early as BENEFITS:

possible. Based on the criteria that make you eligible for the
If you have questions about the deadlines contact the NJFC Scholarship money, the staff at FAFS will
Scholarship Department at the number below. discuss what benefits you can receive.

Mail or fax applications and all required documentation to:
Foster and Adoptive Family Services
P.O. Box 518, 4301 Route 1 South
Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852
Attention: Scholarship Department
Fax: 609-452-2635 or 609-520-1515

Call 800/222-0047 to speak to a scholarship representative M-F from 9am to 5pm EST/
For periodic updates, information and links to other scholarship opportunities,
students are required to have a valid email address.

Email us: scholarships @fafsonline.org




DOCUMENTATION

The following items MUST BE INCLUDED with your application in order to be considered complete for this program.
Please double check your packet before submitting!
The checkboxes below have been provided to help you gather and organize the information you are submitting.
Remember: Incomplete packets will not be processed.

New applicants: MUST SUBMIT ALL DOCUMENTATION (ITEMS 1-8)
Re-applicants: ONLY SUBMIT SHADED AREAS (ITEMS 1,2,3,7 & 8)

1. Proof of completed and submitted Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) (see FAQ for details)

. Most recent transcript (Does not need to be an official transcript.)

[

3. Proof of acceptance (or current enrollment statement) from the post-secondary institution you are planning to
attend or are currently attending. *NOTE: For re-applying students, if you are not going to attend the
same school you have been attending you must provide proof of the number of credits you are
transferring. If you are not bringing any credits with you, please provide a letter stating the reason(s).

4. Letter of recommendation from an adult who knows you well

|

. Essay: Please submit an essay that addresses one or both of the following prompts.
- What are your future goals and how will this scholarship help you achieve those goals?
- Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.
6. Proof of application to the EOF (Educational Opportunity Fund) program if you are attending a school in NJ
. Completed and Signed application (All questions must be answered. New applicants will be emailed to verify
their email address.)
]| s. Signed waivers (three waivers are required and located on the reverse of the application)

L)
<

KEY AGENCY INFORMATION
Foster and Adoptive Family Services Division of Youth and Family Services Adolescent
Practice and Permanency
¢ Private non-profit organization that administers the
NJFC Scholars Program The Adolescent Services Unit is located in the Office of
¢ Receives and reviews documentation Adolescent Practice and Permanency within the Division of
e Distributes awards Youth and Family Services. This unit oversees all of the
e Conducts outreach to students, schools, and related services funded through the John Chafee Foster Care
organizations Independence Program and services through the New
Foster and Adoptive Family Services can answer any Jersey Homeless Youth Act. The unit is also responsible for
questions about the program and will work with students sponsoring forums such as the Youth Advisory Boards
to assess their financial need as it relates to their which allow youth to provide input into the services they
scholarship. receive.

Project MYSELF

Description:

The overall goal of the project is to allow young adults aging out of the child welfare system a chance to give back to
their community while providing them with a supportive mentoring relationship aimed to increase their retention in, and
the completion of post-secondary educational and vocational endeavors. This project is also aimed to improve
community awareness, self-empowerment and self-confidence, while gaining valuable experience.

How it works:

Young adults aging-out of the New Jersey Child Welfare system may get financial assistance to attend a post-secondary
educational institution by applying for a New Jersey Foster Care Scholarship. Upon receiving the scholarship, the
recipient is automatically enrolled in the Project MYSELF program.

All Project MYSELF participants are automatically assigned a Support Coach. Support Coaches are available to help
youth with issues related to academic enroliment, personal wellness and community volunteering. If the Project MYSELF
participant is not in good academic standing with their post-secondary educational institution, they are REQUIRED to
maintain contact with their assigned Support Coach until further notice. In addition, ALL Project MYSELF Participants
are REQUIRED to complete and document 20 hours of community volunteering each semester.

If you have any questions about the Project MYSELF Program, please feel free to call 732-445-0512 or go online to
www.transitionsforyouth.org.




NEW JERSEY FOSTER CARE SCHOLARS PROGRAM APPLICATION

2009 - 2010

I am a: [_] New Applicant [1 Renewal Applicant
All Students must complete all of the information in order to have a complete application. Incomplete applications will not be processed.

-

1. Applicant Information \

Have you completed and submitted the most current Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)? [] Yes [JNo

Legal Name: (Last, First, Ml — Include Maiden Name If Applicable) Age: Birth Date: (Mo/Day/Yr) Social Security Number:
/ /
Mailing Address: City: State: Zip Code:
County: Email Address: Home Phone Number: Cell Phone Number:
( ) )
Name, Address, and Phone Number of a person who can always contact you: Student I.D.# (If you have one):
4 2. Eligibility Information N\
Please check your most recent placement status: Do you have your high school | If you are in foster care or any DYFS
[] Foster Care (] Relative Care/Kinship Care [ Adopted after age 12 [] Homeless Diploma or GED? paid placement what is the name of
[JYes [INo your case manager:
[ Group/Residential Program [] Other Year received

Name of Resource Parent/Adoptive Parent(s):

Are you a high school senior or are you enrolled | Telephone number of case manager:
in a GED program? ( )

[ Yes, | will graduate or complete my program

. i Town DYFS Local Office is located:
Telephone #: ( ) on: (date of graduation)
[JNo
. , R Do vou currently have If you answered yes Division of Youth and Family Services
OFFICE USE ONLY: Student’s Total Eligibility Y y ’ e
an open DYFS case? you have an open KC# or Spirit # :
[JETV [JTANF [] state option eligible [ NOT ELIGIBLE [OYes [INo DYFS case, are you
receiving any services
Date Sent Rec’d By from them?
[IYes [INo
/ 3. Statistical Information (FEDERAL REGULATIONS REQUIRE WE GATHER THIS INFORMATION) \
Race: Ha_lst a Cfourt eV_?tr_ found yotu Do you have an IEP | Current Employment Status: iigi%r:il ézfetHso(rﬁngg:)Bank
] American Indian or Alaskan Native g?'dé’“z Ezr:(:n; ing an ac (Individualized 1 am currently employed T B
[ White quency Education Plan)? full time $
[J Black or African American DYes [JNo DYes [INo [J 1 am currently employed Are you a participant in the
[J Asian . Are you in a branch part time Educational O ity Fund (EOF)?
Gender: [ Male ucational Opportunity Fund ( )?
[[J Hispanic or Latino Ethnicity of the Armed Forces?
Fi | [J I am not currently employed [JYes [JNo
[J Native Hawaiian or Other [ Female LlYes [JINo y employ
Pacific Islander _ How did you find out about the NJFC Scholars Program? [ NJFC Scholars Program
[ Unknown/Unable to Determine [J High School ] Web [J Resource Parent  [] Media Source [ College Rep. Presentation
[ Declined [ DYFS Case [ Indep. Living [J FAFS Referral [ Trans. Living [ Mail [ Other (Please Explain):
k Manager Prog. Program: /
/ 4. College Information \
Name of college or program you are planning to attend or are currently attending: School Telephone:
( )
School Address: | attend or plan to attend:
[J Full-time [ Part-time
| am applying for NJFC I will be a: In most circumstances a student is only allowed to earn one degree while in the program, with the
Scholars Program funding for: [ Freshman [ Junior exception of an Associate’s Degree followed by a Bachelor's Degree. Please consider this when

[J Fall Semester

\_

selecting your school and area of study. Special circumstances will be subject to state review and will

/

[J Sophomore [ Senior | be decided on a case-by-case basis.
[ Spring Semester | am currently seeking a: [ Voc. Training/Certificate [] Associate’s Degree [1BA/BS /
5. Terms and Usage Agreement \

1, the undersigned, do HEREBY CERTIFY that | am in need of financial assistance to continue my education. | affirm that | have fully read and have fully completed
the NJFC Scholars Program application. I, the undersigned, do HEREBY DECLARE under the penalty of the laws of the State of New Jersey and the United States
that this application has been examined by me and to the best of my knowledge is true and correct. | understand that, if | qualify for the NJFC Scholars Program,
the amount awarded may vary depending upon my individual demonstrated need and other eligibility criteria. The award is for one year with the possibility of
continued funding in subsequent years dependent upon my academic performance and budgetary considerations of the NJFC Scholars Program. | understand that
any misuse of funding or concerns with my academic progress may result in termination of funding.

[J 1 agree to let the NJFC Scholars Program use my essay in part or in whole in any future publications. | understand my whole name will not be used.

Signature of Applicant:

\_

Print Name: Date:




IMPORTANT!

YOU MUST SIGN ALL WAIVERS!
On this page you will find three waiver forms. The first allows the staff at Foster and Adoptive Familiy Services (FAFS) who administers
the New Jersey Foster Care Scholars Program to speak with your caseworker or other involved parties about your scholarship. The
second allows the staff at FAFS to speak with your school regarding your academic progress and financial need and the third is your
agreement to participate in Project MYSELF.

Please complete and sign all waivers and mail or fax the entire page back with your application packet.

DIRECT SERVICE WORKER WAIVER OF CONSENT

Many students enrolled in the NJFC Scholars Program have direct service workers (e.g. caseworkers, transitional living program staff
and aftercare program staff) helping them to maximize the use of their scholarship funding. These individuals sometimes call us to
discuss issues on your behalf. We would like your permission to cooperate and work with these direct service workers to assist you in
meeting your educational goals.

I, (print student’s legal/full name)

as a student enrolled in the New Jersey Foster Care (NJFC) Scholars Program, do hereby permit the FAFS staff of the NJFC
Scholars Program to share information pertaining to my scholarship funding, and education, with the direct service worker(s) that
have been assigned to assist me.

Student’s Signature Date

POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTION WAIVER OF CONSENT

Due to state and federal regulations, no personal information about your financial or academic progress can be released by the post-
secondary institution you attend without your express written consent. In order to process your award, the FAFS staff of the New
Jersey Foster Care Scholars Program will need access to your academic and financial aid records.

Student’s Name: (print legal/full name)

Social Security Number: Telephone Number:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:
Email: Student I.D.#:

College Attending: College Phone Number:

By signing below, | hereby give permission to Foster and Adoptive Family Services or their designated appointee to access my
financial and academic records at the school named above. | understand that any information gathered will be used for determining
financial need and eligibility in conjunction with the New Jersey Foster Care Scholars Program.

Student’s Signature Date

PROJECT MYSELF E-MENTORING WAIVER OF CONSENT

| am fully aware that, as a participant in the NJFC Scholars Program, | am required to register and participate in the Project
MYSELF E-Mentoring Program. If | do not do this, | may forfeit eligiblity for these funds.

I, (print student’s legal/full name)

Student’s Signature Date

If you have any questions pertaining to these consent forms or the disclosure of your personal and/or financial information,
please contact a scholarship support representative at 800/222-0047.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

APPLYING FOR NJFC SCHOLARS PROGRAM:
Who can | contact if | need help filling out my application?
Contact Foster and Adoptive Family Services at
800/222-0047 or send an email to
scholarships @fafsonline.org.

What is The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)?
The FAFSA is a form produced by the Federal Department of
Education which allows you to apply for all federally funded
student aid. Applications can be obtained at
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov or by calling the FAFSA hotline at
1-800-4-FED-AID.

What is acceptable proof that I filled out my FAFSA?
For the NJFC application, it is required that you submit proof
of a completed, current FAFSA. This proof may be in the form
of a Student Aid Report (SAR) or printed confirmation page
from the FAFSA website (http://www.fafsa.ed.gov).

What will happen if my application packet is INCOMPLETE?
If the information received in your packet is incomplete, a
NJFC staff member will call or send an email and you will
have fifteen (15) business days from the receipt of the packet
to provide the missing information. If your packet remains
incomplete after fifteen (15) business days, your application
may be denied for the current funding cycle.

What will happen if my application packet is COMPLETE?
Completed applications are usually processed in 3 to 5 weeks.
If you are accepted into the NJFC Scholars Program, you will
be emailed a participation agreement. This must be printed,
read, signed and returned to the staff of the NJFC Scholars
Program within (15) business days of sent email. You will also
receive a welcome packet detailing how to access your
scholarship, and reminding you about the participation
agreement. The letter will include the business card of your
scholarship support representative, who can help guide you
and answer any questions. If the participation agreement is
not completed and returned, you will not receive any funding.

If my application is denied, can | re-apply?
Yes. If you were not eligible when you applied or if you did
not submit a complete information packet.

What is considered a DYFS paid placement?
e Resource Family (foster parent)
e Group Homes
¢ Residential Treatment Centers
¢ Independent Living Facilities

Where do | send my completed application?
You may mail or fax your completed application to:

Foster and Adoptive Family Services
P.O. Box 518, 4301 Route 1 South
Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852
Attn: Scholarship Department
Fax: 609-452-2635 or 609-520-1515

ONCE ACCEPTED INTO NJFC Scholars Program:

Do | have to re-apply every year?
Yes. You must re-apply every year for the NJFC Scholars
Program. The staff of Foster and Adoptive Family Services will
send scholarship recipients a new application each year,
usually via email. The application must be filled out and
returned with the required supplemental materials.

Once accepted, how do | get help with tuition?
Keep Foster and Adoptive Family Services informed! Call us
at 800/222-0047 after you have registered for classes. Foster
and Adoptive Family Services will contact your post-secondary
institution to determine how much additional funding you will
need for tuition and associated fees. Your award will be sent

directly to your post-secondary institution. Tuition and fees are
always our first priority, followed by other school charges. No
other funding will be awarded until school bills have been
processed.

Once accepted, how long will it take to get my award?
Award disbursement dates vary. We recommend that students
who are accepted into the program register at their post-
secondary institution as early as possible. Students should
keep their school informed they are a part of the NJFC
Scholars Program. Registering for classes early and informing
your school’s Student Accounting/Bursar’s Office that you will
be receiving our scholarship will help to speed up the award
disbursement process.

In the tuition and fees that are paid first, what is considered a fee?
The fees that are included here are automatically added on to
students’ bill when they register for classes. Fees may include
lab fees for science classes, recreational fees at the school,
computer lab fees or medical insurance fees. If students have
another form of health insurance, such as the Medicaid
Extention for Young Adults (MEYA), they should contact their
school and ask if the medical insurance fee can be removed.
It is important to note that dorm or meal plan costs are
not included in these initial fees. These items fall under
additional supports.

Once accepted, how do | get help with other educational

expenses (rent, computer, books, transportation, etc)?
To obtain educational supports other than tuition, send to
Foster and Adoptive Family Services a completed Educational
Support Request form (ESR). These special forms are
available on our website or by calling 800/222-0047. The total
amount provided will be determined on a case-by-case basis.
A student’s tuition need will be taken into account before
providing any other educational supports. Fax requests to
609-452-2635 (alternate fax number: 609-520-1515) or email
completed forms to scholarships @fafsonline.org. NOTE:
Checks take 4 to 6 weeks to process and are not routinely
sent to students. Requests must be made as early as
possible. Your request may be denied due to funding
availability and/or eligibility.

Can | use the NJFC Scholars Program at ANY school?

No. The school you attend must be able to accept Federal Title
IV funding. An easy way to see if your school or program takes
this Title IV funding is to ask at the financial aid department or
check http://www.students.gov. Schools and programs that
accept Federal Title IV funds have an assigned school code,
which can be found on the federal website. Alternatively, you
may call 800/222-0047 and ask a scholarship representative.

Do | have to contact someone to register for Project
MYSELF?
No. Once you are accepted into the New Jersey Foster Care
Scholars Program your information will be given to the Project
MYSELF Program and they will contact you in reference to
your role in the program and its requirements.

Do | have to participate in Project MYSELF?
Yes. All students accepted into the New Jersey Foster Care
Scholars Program are required to participate in the Project
MYSELF mentoring program.

What are my responsibilities as an NJFC Scholar?

e You must have a working e-mail address and stay in contact
with FAFS and Project Myself on a monthly basis.

¢ You must sign the participation agreement, which will be
sent to you upon your acceptance and adhere to the
requirements listed in that document.

* You must maintain a 2.0 Grade Point Average (GPA), pass
all remedial classes, and make forward academic progress
every semester.



